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endowed with enough intelligence to be exasperated, and too
demoralized to explore an alternative constructive use for the
new powers at hand.

One feature of the impact of new technical resources during
the first phase of steam-power production was a steady reduction
in the demand for skilled handicraftsmen. This encouraged
Socialists to believe that society was splitting up into a small
parasitic class of owners and an ever-growing, increasingly mili-
tant class of employees with common political aspirations. A
skyscraper of social tactic was built on this foundation of a priori
psychology which was in essence "legalistic like the political
theories of the orthodox parties. The implicit assumption is that
the physical character of a man's work, the surroundings in which
it is carried out, monotony, initiative, solitude, propinquity to
home environment, accessibility to outdoor exercise are all neg-
ligible in their effect upon his political affiliations in comparison
with the legal contract regulating his employment. This is bad
human biology. The reaction of a human being to the contents
of books or to the sound of the human voice is affected by his
work in many ways. It defends among other things upon whether
he is physically weary or merely bored, upon whether he does
work that is fatiguing or work that is monotonous. Consequently
we should ^iot expect that a mine* will necessarily react to the
same type of political propaganda in the same way as the clerk
in a department store.

Even before the introduction of electricity as a source of power,
the conduct of a mechanized and more highly urbanized society
had initiated changes which counteracted the cultural process of
levelling down. Universal schooling, a popular Press, free lib-
raries succeeded one another in countries with a democratic con-
stitution. With the coming of electricity as a source of power
industry came under the impact of new problems of costing and
new technical advantages of mobility. Where it has been intro-
duced into the factory, it has created a new demand for a new
type of skill and special training, while dispensing with a large
volume of unskilled and casual labour which can be done by